
A Third Way of Feeding The World
The graduate program “A Third Way of Feeding The World” (TWFW) is a joint undertaking of the Faculty of

Agricultural and Nutritional Science and the Philosophical Faculty at the University of Kiel generously funded

by the Evangelisches Studienwerk Villigst. During the course phase of the program (the first two semesters)

students will generally be based in Kiel. Thereafter, students might also be based at other partner institution

in Africa or South America.

The objective of the graduate program is to train doctoral students so that they can work at the frontier of

theory-guided, evidence-based research topics related to the trade-off between sustainable agriculture and

the environment. In contrast to existing neoliberal approaches focusing on increasing agricultural production,

while neglecting the environment and in contrast to the ecological farming paradigm focusing on the

environment ignoring the need to intensify world food production to meet future demographic developments

and changes in nutritional behavior, the research program of this graduate school follows /suggests a third

way of feeding the world promoting sustainable intensification. In our view, the main innovation of this program

in both training and research of students is that it allows theory-grounded and evidenced based policy

analysis that contributes to practical solutions of feeding the world and maintains sustainability.

At a methodological level our graduate program focuses on an integrated interdisciplinary methodological

approach, and it allows for substantive applications from different fields in agricultural science, economics,

political science and philosophy, while closely cooperating with international research institutions, non-profit

organizations, and leading scholars worldwide, both in training and research supervision.

The members of the core faculty are based at the departments of organic agriculture, agricultural economics

and philosophy of the University of Kiel which together with the Evangelische Studienwerk Villigst and the

Gustav Radbruch Network (CAU) support the administration of the graduate program.

Christian-Albrechts-Universität, Kiel (CAU):

Department of Grass and Forage Science/Organic Agriculture, Prof. Dr. Friedhlem Taube (director and

chair)

Department of Agricultural Economics, Prof. Dr. Dr. Christian Henning (director and chair)

Department of Philosophy, Prof. Dr. Konrad Ott (director and chair);

Gustav-Radbruch Network, Dr. Lieske Voget

 

Studienwerk Villigst, Dr. Almuth Hattenbach
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News
4 PhD-fellowships for the Graduate School "A Third Way to feeding The World"

The Evangelische Studienwerk e.V. Villigst has granted up to 20 PhD fellowships for reserach projects within

the graduate school

"A Third Way of Feeding The World"

at the University of Kiel. The interdisciplinary graduate program integrating agricultural science, economics

and ethics is planned to run for the next 5 years.

Fellowships will be granted on an annual basis. First graduate program will start in July 2015. Application

deadline for first 4 fellowships of the first round is 23. February 2015.
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About "A Third Way of Feeding the World"
Feeding the world has always been a key challenge of human beings. Nowadays the issues of hunger and

poverty remain prevalent and the need to tackle their causes and exacerbating factors is becoming more

urgent every day. The problem of hunger and poverty reduction seems to become even more complex due to

the increasing trade offs between agricultural production and the environment. On the one hand climate

change is having catastrophic effects across the agricultural industry and global food supply, while ironically

farming is a leading cause of deforestation and greenhouse gas emissions on the other hand. Although the

impact  of technological developments in agriculture has shown itself to be enormous over the decades – from

new seeds varieties to industrial farming – and there is no reason for progress to stop now, but the direction

of future innovation might change from pure economic to ecological efficiency.

Hunger, however, is not a pure technological problem. A contrario, according to FAO we do actually produce

enough to feed the world, thus, beyond technical especially human factors, i.e. the development of effective

economic and political government systems, are important determinants of achieving future Sustainable

Development Goals.

Finally, since some trade-offs/tensions between sustainable agriculture and the environment as well as

between growth and a fair distribution of welfare across social groups and nations are unavoidable and thus

will persist as fundamental dilemmas in the future, an effective solution of feeding the world requires a social

organization of a societal discourse that allows an ethic evaluation and choice among these unavoidable

trade-offs. 

Research program

In this context the research program of the graduate school "A Third Way of Feeding The World“ corresponds

to the development of an interdisciplinary approach incorporating agricultural science, agricultural economics,

and agricultural ethics to better understand the trade-offs between sustainable agriculture and the

environment, especially climate change and water supply.

Doctoral Program

The graduate program’s curriculum is designed to provide doctoral students with the skills required to conduct

independent research within the TWFW paradigm, to expose them with state-of-the-art research in the related

disciplines and to bring them into contact with outstanding international scholars and political practitioners

early on in their career.
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Research Program
In this context the research program of the graduate school  „A Third Way of Feeding The World“

corresponds to the development of an interdisciplinary approach incorporating agricultural science,

agricultural economics, and agricultural ethics to better understand the trade-offs between sustainable

agriculture and the environment, especially climate change and water supply.

Main research topics are:

Development of ecologically efficient technical strategies reducing hunger:

> Identification of ecologically efficient technical progress in agricultural production of developing and

industrialized countries.

Political feasibility of ecologically efficient strategy options:

> Identification of government systems promoting the implementation of ecologically efficient strategy in

political practice.

Ethical evaluation of ecologically efficient strategy options:

> Discussion of ethical foundations and fundamental norm judgments justifying implementation of specific

ecologically efficient strategy options.
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Doctoral Program
The graduate program’s curriculum is designed to provide doctoral students with the skills required to conduct

independent research within the TWFW paradigm, to expose them with state-of-the-art research in the related

disciplines and to bring them into contact with outstanding international scholars and political practitioners

early on in their career.

The interdisciplinary PhD-program combines a basic introduction to all related disciplines agricultural science,

economics, political science and philosophy with a comprehensive training in one of three core disciplines

agricultural science, economics or ethics, in which a candidate is writing her or his PhD thesis. Furthermore,

the program is complemented by annual international workshops, joint writing groups and exercises to

exchange idea with other graduate students as well as with international experts in the related fields.

The program starts in July. Based on the outline of their Phd-thesis and in cooperation with their mentors

students will develop a research agenda including their personal graduate curriculum in the first 3 month. The

course program will start in October and continues until the end of the first year. Parallel to their course

program student start already working on their PhD. The second and third years of the program are devoted

to writing and finishing the thesis. Towards the end of the second year, graduate program students will

organize a multi-day workshop/conference at which they present and discuss their work to invited international

experts. This “Jamboree” provides an excellent opportunity to get international exposure, meet peers and

start joint projects.

All throughout the graduate program students are encouraged:

to develop soft skills and key competences through courses that are offered at CAU and its’ cooperation

partners,

to attend international conferences and workshops to present and discuss their research,

to build strong personal networks with top researchers from all over the world via the program’s

international mentors, the Gustav Radbuch Network as well as major research centers, e.g. IFPRI and the

IfW, that collaborate with the graduate program.

Furthermore, all students are assigned a Mentor and are encouraged to spend at least three months of their

graduate studies at an internationally renowned research institute or university.

Doctoral degree: In general, the graduate program student will receive the doctoral degree from the faculty of

agriculture and nutrition science or the philosophical faculty at University of Kiel depending on where her or

his main doctoral adviser is based. The respective faculties accept the qualifications earned in the course of

the graduate program as sufficient for their respective doctoral course requirements.
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Application and admission procedure
 

Fellowships are granted in an annual cycle over five years. First application round starts 2015 last application

round will be in 2020. The Graduate School starts in July. Successful candidates of the first round will start

their fellowships in July 2015.

Application deadlines
Applications for the first round are accepted until Feb. 23. 2015.

Applications for the second round are accepted from Oct. 1. 2015 until Jan. 31. 2016.

Application Requirements
Graduate degree in related discipline

Proof of sufficient command of English via a copy of a valid TOEFL or IELTS certificate.

Personal data / Curriculum Vitae

Motivation letter

10 page research outline in German or English language

Specific requirements for candidates applying in the field of

Agricultural science

Beyond GMO’s and Organic agriculture the research focusses on enhanced eco-efficiency in agricultural

production systems by means of mixed farming systems. Specific research of the candidate involves meta

data analysis regarding the product carbon footprint of European dairy production systems with special

reference to the effects of imported feedstuff (soy) from Latin America. This special reference should

include effects of land utilization, land use change and farm management systems on greenhouse gas

emissions and other environmental trade off’s. At the end a concept for evaluating these effects in LCA

systems should be developed for the dairy industry. The focus will be on the:

Development of a modular research concept (at least three modules) aiming to evaluate the

environmental effects of imported feedstuff from Latin America for the European dairy industry

based on meta data analysis

Meta data analysis for the different modules (papers); e.g. the role of land use change or the role of

carbon sequestration for PCF of dairy products

Statistical evaluation and paper writing

Applicants must have an excellent/very good degree in agricultural sciences and be willing to analyze

available data regarding relevant environmental effects of soy production in Latin America dedicated for

exported feedstuff for the European dairy industry. We do expect some experience in Life Cycle Analysis of

agricultural commodities. Very good skills in English language are a prerequisite as well as skills in statistics

and huge data handling, additionally we appreciate good skills in Spanish and Portuguese language in order

to analyze non English written papers. 

We do expect independent and well organized candidates having a sole responsibility for their research work

and are willing to cooperate in a network team of in total 12 PhD students in the frame of  the topic “A third

option for feeding the world” together with PhD students from Europe, Africa and Latin America.

We especially want to motivate candidates from foreign countries to apply for the position.

Agricultural economics/political science

A master degree or a comparable university degree in food or agricultural economics, economics or

political science, mathematical or computational economics is essential. A good knowledge in quantitative

methods of economics or social science, or Policy Network Theory would be an asset. PhD candidates

are expected to undertake their own and original research work and actively contribute to the Graduate

School “A Third Way of Feeding the Whole World”.

Agricultural ethics

The critical comparison of these prescriptive assumptions aims at reasoning a viable normative basis for

a third way. Furthermore, the applicant will also investigate if such a third way canbe justified universally

or if it is rather bound to certain cultural and socioeconomic circumstances respectively in a particularistic

way. This investigation aims at yielding conditions agro-ethical concepts (like the third path) have to meet

to qualify for global consideration.

We are looking for an applicant featuring an above-average final degree which qualifies for a doctorate in

environmental or agricultural ethics (e.g. Philosophy, an interdisciplinary degree programme with a focus on

environmental, agricultural or food-ethical questions) who has a keen interest to become acquainted with the

mentioned working areas.

PhD-candidates will be directly integrated into an international and interdisciplinary research team comprising

of researchers at the department of philosophy and the international graduate school. We expect the

candidate to conduct his/her research in an independent and efficient way.

Other

The University seeks to increase the proportion of women on its staff and applications by suitably qualified

female candidates will be preferred. Qualified candidates with physical disabilities will be given preferential

consideration.

Application submission
Please send applications including all requirements via e-mail to twfw@ae.uni-kiel.de or via mail to

Frau Dr. Almuth Hattenbach

Evangelisches Studienwerk Villigst e.V.,

Iserlohner Straße 25

58239 Schwerte.

For further information please contact: twfw@ae.uni-kiel.de
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Faculty
Prof. Dr. Friedhelm Taube

Department of Grass ad Forage Science Agriculture

Prof. Dr. Dr. Christian Henning

Department of Agricultural Economics

Prof. Dr. Konrad Ott

Department of Philosophy

Dr. Lieske Voget-Kleschin

Gustav-Radbruch-Network for Environmental Philosophy and Ethics
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Partners
International Food Policy Research Institute

(IFPRI)

Dr. Dr. h.c. Ousmane Badiane, 

Director Africa

IFPRI Regional Office Dakar

2033 K Street, NW

Washington, DC 20006-1002

Institute of World Economy

(IFW)

Institut für Weltwirtschaft

Kiellinie 66, 24105 Kiel

Institute Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles

(ISRA)

Institut sénégalais de recherches agricoles

Route des Hydrocarbures, BP 3120

Dakar, Senegal

Institute of Statistical Social and

Economic Research (ISSER)

Institute of Statistical, Social and 

Economic Research

University of Ghana

PO BOX LG 74

Legon, Ghana

SPEDA-AFRISA Initiative Makerere University

PO Box 7062 Kampala

Uganda, East Africa

University of the Republic (Uruguay) Prof. Dr. Valentin Picasso

Departamento de

Producción Animal y Pasturas

Facultad de Agronomía

Universidad de la República

Garzon 780, Motevideo
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Funding
Students will receive a PhD-fellowship meaning ca. 1200 €. For the first two years, the fellowship will be

funded by the Evangelisches Studentenwerk Villigst. The fellowship can be extended by one year. Students

can attend all courses of the graduate program as well as all courses of cooperating research and student

networks free of charge. Additionally, all students will be provided with office space, work stations, relevant

computer programs as well as office material. Moreover, the fellowship includes financial resources:

Travel support for conferences and exchange visit

Data collection and own research studies

Organization of international workshops
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Contact
Prof. Dr. Friedhelm Taube

ftaube@gfo.uni-kiel.de

Tel: + 49 431 880-2134

Fax: + 49 431 880-4568

Prof. Dr. Dr. Christian Henning

chenning@ae.uni-kiel.de

Tel: + 49 431 880-4453

Fax: + 49 431 880-1397

Prof. Dr. Konrad Ott

ott@philsem.uni-kiel.de

Tel: + 49 431 880-2822

Fax: + 49 431 880-2828

Dr. Lieske Voget-Kleschin

voget-kleschin@philsem.uni-kiel.de

Tel: + 49 431 880-2823

Fax: + 49 431 880-2828

Home

News

About

Research Program

Doctoral Program

Application Procedure

Faculty

Partners

Funding

Contact

SkipPersonal Log in

 

http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/contact#portal-globalnav
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/login
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en
http://www.gfo.uni-kiel.de/de/mitarbeiter/friedhelm-taube/friedhelm-taube-1
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/contact/@@mailto/ZnRhdWJlQGdmby51bmkta2llbC5kZQ==
http://www.agrarpol.uni-kiel.de/de/mitarbeiter/professoren/prof.-dr.-dr.-christian-henning
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/contact/@@mailto/Y2hlbm5pbmdAYWUudW5pLWtpZWwuZGU=
http://www.philsem.uni-kiel.de/en/faculty/ott-en
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/contact/@@mailto/b3R0QHBoaWxzZW0udW5pLWtpZWwuZGU=
http://www.philsem.uni-kiel.de/de/lehrstuehle/philosophie-und-ethik-der-umwelt/voget-kleschin
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/contact/@@mailto/dm9nZXQta2xlc2NoaW5AcGhpbHNlbS51bmkta2llbC5kZQ==
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/sitemap
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/news
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/about
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/research-program
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/doctoral-program
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/admission-procedure
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/faculty
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/partners
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/funding
http://www.twfw.uni-kiel.de/en/contact

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

